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Abstract

One of the founding members of Osaka University of Health and Sports Science, Kenkichi
Oshima assumed postings as vice president and professor at that institution in 1965. His major
field of research was the “Theory of Productive Physical Education (Seisan Taiikuron Z:EAE
@) ", on which he lectured for the rest of his life. After the Second World War, nuclear
energy, electronics, automation, and other technological innovation begun alongside radical
industrial and economic development. Oshima called this radical development “condensed
innovation (Asshuku Kakushin JE####7) ". The technological innovation called into question
by Oshima was the “means of production” upon which mechanical civilization depends.
Through that innovation, the harmonious pattern of physical labor, of consumption and
production, has collapsed. Consequently, people of today have been forced to reconsider “how

to manage the appropriate way of life”.

Here is the starting point from which Oshima launched his “Theory of Productive Physical

Education”. This paper seeks to examine the discussions around the “Theory of Productive
Physical Education”that Oshima advocated in the 1960s and will also make the discussion

deepen furthermore.
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